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The  fiction  that  this  country  of  ours  is  in  peril  of  Imperialism, 
is  an  evolution  and  emission  of  a partially  developed  Anarchism. 
What  the  hysterical  seekers  of  possession  of  the  Government,  the 
claimants  that  they  have  a right  under  common  law,  because  they 
lost  in  1896,  to  win  in  1900,  mean  by  Imperialism,  is  Nationalism. 
They  are  opposed  to  a great  American  Nationality  now,  just  as  the 
Spaniards,  French  and  British  were  in  the  beginning,  when  the  In- 
dependence of  the  Fourth  of  July  colonies  was  gained,  and  the 
Treaty  with  England  after  the  surrender  of  Yorktown,  was  in  course 

How  Franklin  negotiation.  The  victorious  colonies  were  repre- 

Heid  the  Land  sented  in  the  Treaty  made  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
For  the  People  John  Adams  and  John  Jay.  Bourbon  France  had 

helped  the  English  colonies  to  become  independent,  but  by  no 
means  wanted  a great  free  nation  founded  in  North  America,  and 
so  France  claimed  all  the  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
from  the  source  to  the  mouth.  England  claimed  all  south  of  the 
lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  to  the  New  England  border,  west  of 
the  Allegheny  river,  and  north  of  the  Ohio  river — the  very  Ohio 
country  that  George  Washington  in  his  youth  attempted  to  con- 
quer, but  failed  in  part,  because  the  English-speaking  colonies  were 
not  united,  and  were  discordant,  and  therefore  incapable.  Eortu- 

nately.  Governor  Patrick  Henry  of  Virginia,  sec- 
onded with  moral  and  material  aid  the  generous 
and  adventurous  ambition  of  George  Rogers  Clark, 
who  conquered  Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes,  and  therefore  our  Revo- 
lutionary fathers  got  the  title  of  the  sword,  for  the  northwestern 
territory,  and  held  it.  Benjamin  Eranklin,  especially,  was  sturdy  in 
asserting  that  claim,  and  saved  for  the  people  of  coming  genera- 
tions the  wild  land  that  now  comprises  Ohio,  Indiana,  Michigan, 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  Our  grand  old  fathers  were  not  afraid  of 
Military  titles,  or  of  domains  of  good  land.  Imperial  in  scope,  and 
magnificent  in  promise. 

Spain  claimed  the  entire  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  all  contiguous  land 
and  waters,  including  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  all  the 

territory  south  of  the  Carolinas,  except  a scrap  of  Georgia.  They 
had  established  themselves  on  the  Mississippi  river  as  far  north  as 

Natchez,  and  claimed  that  which  is  now  the  splendid  state  of  Ten- 
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European  Com- 
bine to  Belittle 
Our  Country 


nessee  entire.  The  three  great  European  powers  of 
the  Eighteenth  Century — England,  France  and 
Spain — were  combined  to  allow  us  only  the  com- 
paratively slender  strip  of  country  along  the  Atlantic  Coast,  the  Alle- 
ghenies being  the  extreme  western  boundary,  with  the  exception  of 
c of  entucl\\ , which  was  indisputably  the  property 
of  Virginia,  and  extended  in  a peninsula  betw'een  the  territory 
claimed  by  Spain  and  England,  touching  on  the  extreme  west  the 
INlississippi  river,  beyond  which  was  Louisiana,  or  the  vast  remnant 
of  the  North  American  possessions  of  the  French.  The  idea  of  the 
European  Monarchial  Imperialists  was  that  the  new  Nation  iir 
North  America,  that  all  European  statesmen  had  to  contemplate, 
should  be  prevented  from  laying  the  foundations  of  a free  and 
mighty  nationality  capable  of  confronting  in  American  affairs  the 
pow  ers  of  Western  Europe,  wdiose  substantial  alliance  in  favor  of 
belittling  the  future  United  States  was  very  threatening  and  impos- 
ing.  It  is  easy  to  say  the  French,  Spaniards  and  English  could  not 
have  held  against  the  people  of  the  United  States  all  the  land  they 
claimed,  but  their  very  object  was  in  seeking  to  restrict  our  boun- 
daries to  make  us  in  some  sense  subordinate  to  Europe;  and  the 
British  have  held  on  to  Canada,  and  the  Spaniards  clung  a long  time 
to  Mexico  and  Cuba.  Tliere  are  men  .still  living  w’ho  remember 
the  Military  proceedings  of  General  Andrew  Jackson  at  New- 
Orleans  and  Pensacola,  confirming  the  title  deeds  of  the  real  estate 
Thomas  Jefferson  bought  from  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  and  beginning 
the  good  work  of  startling  and  starting  the  Spaniards  in  their  speedy 
policy  of  retirement  from  the  northern  coast  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico — 
the  Mediterranean  of  the  Americas.  Thomas  Jefferson  was  bitterly 
assailed  for  his  Imperialistic  waste  of  the  public  moneys  of  poor 
people  in  purchasing  an  enormous  wilderness  from  a man  who  did 
not  owm  an  acre  of  it,  and  for  wdiich  we  could  have  no  rational  use, 
but  his  offense  for  buying  land  for  the  people  has  been  condoned, 
and  Andrew  Jackson,  January  8,  1815,  removed  all  chance  of  con- 
testing our  title  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  the 
immensities  westward  and  nortliw^ard. 

' Mr.  Jefferson  not  only  bought  the  land — and  there  was  a Porto 
Rico  row  about  that — but,  though  the  author  of  the  Declaration  of 
The  Way  We  Independence,  he  never  asked  the  consent  of  the 
Got  to  the  governed,  and  sent  Lewds  and  Clark  on  an  expedi- 

P&cilic  • • • ^ 

tion  to  ascend  the  Missouri  and  descend  the  Oregon 
until  the  flag  floated  by  the  surf  of  the  Pacific  Ocean — the  same 
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flag  that  now  floats  over  three  great  states  and  one  great  territory  on 
the  Pacific  Coast,  and  the  three  most  commanding  archipelagoes  in 
the  greater  ocean  of  the  globe.  This  is  “the  course  of  Empire"  deep 
into  the  sunset,  the  road  to  India,  that  Thomas  Hart  Benton  told 
his  generation  of.  This  portentous  extension  of  our  Dominions,  the 
only  actual  Imperialism  ever  exhibited  or  tolerated,  was  in  great 
The  Great  Vir-  part  the  good  w'ork  of  the  five  Presidents  from  Vir- 

Trnnes'et  the  three  from  Tennessee — Washington, 

Presidents  Jefferson,  Monroe,  Madison  and  Tyler,  \drginians, 
and  Jackson,  Polk  and  Johnson,  Tennesseeans.  Washington  w'as 
the  foremost  of  the  men  of  the  tide-water  country  of  the  Atlantic 
who  saw',  explored  and  fought  for  the  Ohio  country.  Monroe  and 
Madison  w'ere  for  the  expansion  policy,  though  they  did  not  happen 
to  have  to  a large  extent  an  executive  capacity  in  that  line,  because 
the  country  had  not  in  their  day  succeeded  in  assimilating  the  land 
in  bulk  that  Jefferson  bought.  Tyler  wisely  guided,  retained  Ore- 
gon, when  it  had  almost  been  taken  from  us  by  British  organized 
immigration;  and  even  Daniel  Webster  had  to  be  aw'akened  b}'  a 
missionary,  wdio  rode  across  the  Continent  to  see  him.  from  the 
delusion  that  we  could  have  nothing  to  do  wdth  Oregon,  because 
it  was  “so  far  away,"  and  it  w'as  said,  commonly  and  with  an  air  of 
authority,  that  if  “it  took  six  months  to  get  there,  and  six  months  to 
pass  from  any  cabin  in  the  woods,  wdiere  rolled  the  Oregon,  to  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  where  towers  the  Imperial  dome  of  the 
Capitol  of  the  ocean-bound  Republic,”  it  w'as  added  that  it  w'ould 
be  impossible  to  have  a state  on  the  Pacific  represented  in  Congress, 
Objection  to  because  it  would  take  a w'hole  year  to  pass  to  and 
Oregon-A  Year  fro  betw'cen  the  constituency  and  the  representative 
mean  o seat  of  the  member.  Transcontinental  railroads  had 
not  been  laid  out  at  that  time.  In  considering  present  policies,  we 
have  to  contemplate  the  advanced  condition.  James  K.  Polk,  backed 
by  the  influence  of  Andrew  Jackson,  secured  for  us  Texas,  the 
France  of  America,  and  New'  and  Northern  Mexico — giving  us 
California,  and  to  the  world  the  golden  good  times  that  were  his- 
torically identified  the  world  over  with  the  name  of  the  first  of  our 
Pacific  States. 

The  degenerate  Democrats,  w'ho  are  wailing  over  expansion — 
the  traditional  policy  of  their  party — and  bewildered  by  Bryan’s 
two  thousand  speeches  and  innumerable  letters  and  dispatches,  have 
been  led  by  false  signal  lights  and  foolish  counsellors  and  a mass 
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of  ridicvilous  vanities  and  stupidities,  strangely  personified,  to  revile 
the  memories  of  the  Presidents  from  Virginia  and  Tennessee,  the 
expanders  of  the  Nation — and  according  to  the  lingo  of  latter  days, 
the  Imperialists  of  their  age — who,  it  seems,  according  to  the  poly- 
glot phraseology  of  Bryanism,  must  have  made  way  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  human  liberty  and  the  overthrow  of  our  free  institutions,  as 
the  farmer  fathers  founded  them  by  deepening  and  broadening  the 
basic  principles  of  freedom  that  has  given  to  us — “we  the  people  of 

Close  to  the  Soil  United  States,"  as  the  Constitution  calls  us — 

But  not  the  making  of  the  path  of  the  “star  of  Empire."  Our 

Afraid ofit  ancestors  lived  close  to  the  soil,  were  not  afraid 

of  it,  and  wanted  more  of  it,  nor  in  any  wise  alarmed  by  the  sound 
of  the  Imperial  name  that  took  its  westward  course  across  the  Conti- 
nent; and  here  we  are.  Destiny  and  Duty  hand  in  hand,  a World 
Power  through  legitimate  growth  and  prosperous  labor — with 
malice  toward  none  and  charity  for  all,  with  free  institutions  for 
everybody  and  apprehension  and  oppression  for  nobody. 

But  in  the  course  of  political  exigencies  and  personal  self  asser- 
tions and  eccentricities,  we  have  had  to  listen  to  tales  of  woe  from 
the  landscapes  that  were  once  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  Pequods 
and  Narragansetts,  the  Sioux  and  the  Blackfeet,  that  under  the  admin- 
istration of  William  McKinley  we  have  been  wronging  the  Tagals, 
Wrongs  Malay  tribes  of  the  Philippines;  and 

of  that  a copper-colored  George  Washington  is  out 

Tagals  there,  bearing  the  sonorous  title  of  Aguinaldo,  who 

was  our  ally  in  the  war  with  Spain,  and  was  driven  by  our  aggres- 
sive wickedness  into  fighting  for  the  freedom  of  his  people  against 
us;  and  hence  we  must  be  Imperialists  if  we  sustain  our  warlike  and 
conquest-seeking  President — the  same  Chief  Magistrate,  by  the 
way,  who  strove  as  a peacemaker  against  a Democratic  yell  for  war 
that  lacked  little  of  unanimity  in  it,  reinforced  by  Republicans, 
whose  wrath  was  justly  aroused,  and  had  not  bearing  upon  them 
international  responsibilities  of  a diplomatic  character,  until  the 
Democratic  representative  of  the  Central  Ohio  District,  Mr.  Lentz, 

Wanted  to  Paint  Cried  out  in  quoted  poetry  that  “The  White  House 
the  White  House  should  be  painted  black."  This  beautiful  idea  sim- 

ply  flashed  into  the  mind  of  the  Democratic  repre- 
sentative because  the  Republican  President  was  not  in  haste — did 
not  take  a run,  hop,  step  and  jump  to  paint  Cuba  red. 

The  Imperialism,  according  to  Col.  Bryan,  who  was  early  in 


Wrongs 

of 

Tagals 


Wanted  to  Paint 
the  White  House 
Black 


uniform  as  one  of  the  defenders  of  our  country  from  the  hostile 
Spanish,  comes,  of  course,  from  our  policy  in  the  Philippines.  Be- 
yond that  there  is  precisely  a scandalous  smear  of  red  and  yellow 
paint  splashed  upon  a background  of  systematic' falsehood.  The 
central  point  is  the  character  and  conduct  of  Aguinaldo,  and  his  re- 
lations with  the  country  he  claims  belongs  to  him,  and  with  our 
country  at  large.  The  degenerate  Democratic  story,  rank  with 
falsification,  is  that  this  man  was  our  “ally”  at  the  beginning  of  our 
Military  operations  in  the  Philippines.  It  is  not  true.  He  was  a 
bribed  scoundrel,  an  imposter,  a conspirator  and  a traitor  against 
his  own  people,  and  against  us  from  the  beginning — that  is,  as  soon 
as  he  ascertained  that  he  could  not  use  us,  and  that  we  would  not 
recognize  his  preposterous  pretensions  that  he  was  to  be  received 
as  the  ruler  and  master  of  the  Philippine  Archipelago  in  place  of  the 
Spaniards.  The  artistic  falsifying  of  Aguinaldo  and  Agoncillo  on 
the  subject  of  their  relations  to  the  Spaniards,  and  to  their  own  race, 
have  unfortunately  had  an  extensive  circulation,  and  have  been 

The  Aguinaldo  largely  believed.  I know  personally  the  adeptness 

and  Agoncillo  of  these  men  in  deception.  I listened  to  the  two 
Falsehood  flagrant  falsifiers — to  Aguinaldo  in  his  headquarters 
at  Bacoor,  a point  south  of  Cavite  and  west  of  Manila,  and  to 
Agoncillo  ^ the  long  journey  from  Hong  Kong  to  Chicago.  This 
was  soon  after  the  capture  of  the  city  of  Manila.  The  official  record 
of  what  had  happened  was  not  accessible  at  that  time  and  in  those 
places.  The  writer  of  these  lines  of  course  sympathized  with  the 
victims  of  Spanish  misgovernment,  whom  we  liberated,  and  of 
course  looked  favorably  upon  their  favorable  accounts  of  themselves. 
I visited  the  penitentiary  at  Manila;  found  there  that  of  1,500 
prisoners  only  one  was  a Spaniard,  and  that  I thought  an  incorrect 
proportion,  if  justice  were  done.  A single  fact,  if  I could  have  had 
access  to  it  when  I wrote  the  “Story  of  the  Philippines,"  would  have 
saved  me  some  trouble  of  correction,  and  so  many  people  as  are 
would  not  have  been  mistaken.  The  point  is.  General  Anderson 
Aguinaldo  a Pur-  was  the  first  American  soldier  to  encounter  Agui- 

theSimnish^Army  ^^Ido.  The  scouts  of  Anderson’s  command  during 
in  Manila  the  siege  of  Manila  captured  six  men,  each  equipped 
with  papers  signed  by  the  Spanish  Captain  General,  and  also  by 
Aguinaldo — and  these  were  passes,  permits  to  the  bearers  to  drive 
cattle  into  the  besieged  city.  That  was  the  kind  of  “ally”  Aguinaldo 
was.  He  was  dividing  the  toll  on  cattle  to  feed  the  Spanish  army 
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with  the  Spanish  officers.  At  the  same  time  the  most  confidential  aid 
of  Aguinaldo  was  in  Alanila  in  intimate  association  with  Spanish 
headquarters. 

A few  lines  must  be  devoted  to  Aguinaldo’s  career — with  the 
assurances  that  each  and  every  statement  is  established  by  official 
and  indisputable  (by  informed  and  reasonable  persons)  testimony. 
Nearly  all  is  written  and  appears  in  printed  documents  of  authentic- 
ity unquestionable.  Aguinaldo  was  bought  for  four  hundred  thou- 
sand ^Mexican  dollars — with  a lot  of  his  friends.  There  was  an 
alleged  "treaty,”  known  both  to  Aguinaldo  and  the  Spanish  Captain 
General  to  be  a swindle  on  those  they  represented,  so  far  as  it  did  not 
Aguinaldo’s  Bar-  refer  to  the  passage  of  money  between  persons.  The 

gain  and  5ale.  ^ . , . , . i • i i r i i 

$400,000  Paid  to  Spaniard  paid  the  monev,  to  get  which  he  robbed 

Him  for  Himself  / . , ^ . / , , , at  i • i 

and  staff  the  bank,  with  a view  that  he  could  go  to  Madrid 
and  pose  as  the  pacificator  of  the  Philippines,  and  blame  somebody 
else  for  the  disturbance  whenever  hostilities  were  resumed.  He  was 
greatly  disappointed  because  the  bribing  of  Aguinaldo  did  not  cause 
even  a temporary  suspension  of  hostile  proceedings.  Aguinaldo  in 
an  official  proclamation,  written  after  he  believed  himself  to  be  a 
great  and  good  man,  said  he  made  this  treaty  because  he  ‘‘lacked 
resources"  to  carry  on  the  war  against  the  Spaniards.  His  part  of 
the  matter  was  an  intrigue  with  the  officers  of  Spain.  He  was  a 
village  commander,  and  had  but  a very  small  military  force  at  his 
disposal.  When  the  Spaniards  bought  him,  they  of  course  ex- 
aggerated his  importance,  in  order  to  justify  themselves.  His  first 
considerable  reputation  was  that  of  betrayal  of  his  people.  Like 
Judas,  he  carried  the  bag — that  is,  he  was  trusted  with  the  certified 
check,  extorted  from  a Manila  bank  on  a Hong  Kong  bank,  and 
the  check  was  made  payable  to  him.  That  gave  him  the  leadership 
of  those  who  participated  in  the  pecuniary  consideration.  He  agreed 
with  the  Spaniards  to  give  up  his  arms,  that  those  of  his  men  should 
be  surrendered,  and  that  he  and  his  companions  should  be  “de- 

The  Aguinaldo  ported”  to  Hoiig  Kong,  and  remain  out  of  his 

Sale  a Bribe,  Not  a country,  “at  the  pleasure  of  the  Spanish  sovereign.” 
Treaty  pretense  that  he  w’as  shocked  by  the  Span- 

iards, because  they  did  not  do  as  they  agreed.  He  was  to  get  some 
mere  reforms  on  paper,  and  another  four  hundred  thousand  dollars 
in  Mexican  silver.  Of  course,  the  Spaniards  never  made  any  re- 
forms, and  never  intended  to  give  him  any  more  money,  and  he 
never  expected  they  would  do  either.  He  knew  them  very  well. 
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There  was  no  breach  of  good  faith,  for  there  was  no  good  faith  on 
either  side. 

He  and  his  “compatriots”  arrived  at  Hong  Kong,  transported  at 
the  Spansh  expense,  in  September,  1887,  and  were  received  by  a 
. „ Tunta  of  Filipinos,  perhaps  a dozen  or  two.  The 

Blackmail  Hush-  wliole  crowd,  including  tliose  deported  with  Agui- 

Money-$s,000  naldo, numbered  forty.  The  Spanish  bribe  amounted 

to  $10,000  each.  Aguinaldo  favored  keeping  the  money  in  a lump, 
to  buy  arms.  C^ne  fellow — “compatriot” — demanded  his  share,  and 
accepted  a bribe  of  $5,000  from  Aguinaldo  to  keep  the  case  out  of 
court,  that  the  facts  might  not  appear  in  the  form  of  evidence.  About 
four  weeks  later,  the  American  consul  at  Hong  Kong  was  notified, 
officially,  of  course,  that  there  was  a “new  Republic,’  perfectly  or- 
ganized, and  the  consul  was  waited  upon  by  Agoncillo,  who  was 
duly  commissioned  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Republic,  and  was  em- 
powered in  his  own  person  anywhere  to  make  any  treaty  he  saw 
fit  with  any  nation  on  the  earth.  Of  course,  Aguinaldo  was  Presi- 
dent. The  weight  of  the  certified  check  was  sufficient.  There  was 
a full  Cabinet,  and  a military  staff.  The  whole  gang  bribed  to  leave 
The  Bribed  Gang  Luzoii  for  the  sake  of  peace,  and  cash  in  hand,  con- 
Repubu“’-!^AU  stituted  the  entire  Government  and  all  the  people 
offiMrs  and  No  were  in  sight.  There  is  no  record  that  any- 

body else  had  anything  whatever  to  do  with  the  new  Republic;  AND 
THAT  IS  ALL  THE  AUTHORITY  FROM  THE  PEOPLE 
AGUINALDO  AND  HIS  GOVERNMENT  EVER  GOT.  This 
is  the  Government  over  our  sad  treatment  of  which  the  degenerate 
Democracy  are  inconsolable  mourners.  There  never  was  a more 
blackguard  farce  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  a more  shameless  false 
assumption  to  represent  any  people.  This  Government  was  simpiv 
a machine,  with  which  Aguinaldo  set  out  to  set  himself  up  in  the 
Philippines  as  the  Tycoon  is  up  in  Japan.  Fie  wanted  the  revenues 
of  the  Island.  He  believed  that  war  was  coining  on  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain,  and  he  hoped  to  play  one  against  the 
other,  and  establish  himself  as  a new  Republic;  and  so  he  cried  out, 
“Oh,  my  beloved  people!”  royal  style.  The  bribery  and  deportation 
of  Aguinaldo  and  his  compatriots  did  not  at  all  affect  the  insurrec- 
tion; there  were  just  as  many  insurgents  sniping  around  Manila  as 
ever — the  same  monthly  average  of  Spanish  soldiers  killed  and 
wounded.  See  Consul  Williams’  reports.  This  was  during  the 
winter  of  ’97-98,  while  we  of  the  United  States  were  drifting  into 
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ll'e  war  with  Spain.  The  first  move  of  the  new 
States  to  Smuggle  Republic  was  in  the  fall,  when  Aeroncillo  solicited 

Quns  and  Be  Paid  ^ . 

For  It  our  consul  at  Hong  Kong  to  buck  up  with  him,  and 

make  a treaty  with  the  United  States;  and  there  seems  to  have 
been  an  insinuation,  and  it  is  put  into  the  consul’s  report,  that  he 
might  make  something  if  there  was  a dicker  for  arms.  The  object 
was  to  spend  the  $400,000  in  a contract  with  the  United  States  for 
arms,  and  it  was  supposed  the  United  States  would  smuggle  the 
The  Object  of  the  guiis  wherever  Aguinaldo  should  want  them;  but 

VN^n^Pocketthe  all,  or  the  greater  end  of  the  proposed 

Bribe  Honey  contract;  there  was  money  to  be  made — Agoncillo 
said  he  did  not  care  if  the  United  States  made  money  out  of  that 
$400,000.  Of  course  the  lion’s  share  of  it  would  have  fallen  to  i\gui- 
naldo  and  Agoncillo,  but  they  were  going  to  offer  the  United  States 
a grand  bargain,  and  did  so.  Emerging  from  the  Chinese  boarding- 
house in  Hong  Kong,  where  the  new  Republic  was  formed  and  all 
its  functions  were  carried  out,  and  all  who  had  anything  to  do  with 
it  were  concentrated,  just  to  offer  the  United  States,  if  they  would 
The  Chinese  recognize  that  Chinese  boarding-house  as  the  seat 
Boarding-House  of  Government  of  the  Filipino  Republic,  the  United 
Government  States  should  have  the  revenues  from  the  customs 

at  Manila  and  two  provinces,  Manila  and  C'avite,  meaning  over  two 
millions  a year  in  cash,  and  a million  of  people.  Now,  the  people 
who  were  to  be  given  away  didn’t  know  anything  about  it,  never 
had  and  never  have  heard  of  it.  This  was  an  attempt  to  bribe  the 
United  States  to  recognize  Aguinaldo  as  the  Filipino  Government, 
just  as  Mr.  Bryan  recognizes  him,  and  we  suppose  means  to  recog- 
nize him,  if  he  becomes  President  of  the  United  States.  The  news 

Big  Bribe  Offered  in  the  Filipiiio  woods  aiul  the  high  grass  is  that  Mr. 
L's  If  We  Would  ^ i 

Recognize  the  Brvan  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States 

Boarding-Mouse  as  ■_  i • i 

the  Philippines  in  Aovcinber  last;  and  there  is  coupled  with  this  a 
story  that  there  has  been  an  uprising  against  the  A mericans  in 
Cuba,  making  it  necessary  to  send  American  forces  there  from  the 
Philippines  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 

There  were  no  Filipino  people  in  the  new  Republic,  that  dealt 
in  so  curious  a way  with  provinces  and  people,  revenues  and  con- 
tracts, except  the  “compatriots”  who  sailed  from  their  own  country 

Judas  Aguinaido’s  across  the  sea  of  China,  with  the  proceeds  of  the 
Pocket  the  bank  robbery  in  Judas  Aguinaido’s  pocket,  which 
National  Treasury  National  treasury  of  the  Philippines,  accord- 

ing to  his  claim.  He  assumed  the  sovereignty  of  an  archipelago, 
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richer  in  resources  than  the  empire  of  Japan,  on  the  ground  of 
having  sold  out  his  small  command  to  the  Spanish  Captain  General 
at  a very  high  figure.  It  was-this  that  gave  him  business  standing, 
and  initiated  him  into  his  Imperialism.  In  April,  1898,  Aguinaldo, 
as  the  man  who  claimed  to  represent  nine  million  fellow  citizens. 

The  Treacherous  ^ joumey  from  Hong  Kong  to  Singapore, 

Visit  of  Aguinaldo  putting  2,000  miles  between  himself  and  the  Amer- 
to  Singapore  thougli  he  kiiew  that  a war  between  the 

United  States  and  Spain  was  in  the  air,  and  that  in  all  human  prob- 
ability the  storm  would  strike  soon.  He  had  friends  in  Singapore, 
old  friends  who  had  been  with  him  in  Manila,  particularly  a frisky 
Englishman  named  Bray,  who  wrote  much  for  the  newspapers,  and 
was  an  expert  in  tricky  business.  It  is  clear  that  the  object  of  Agui- 
naldo in  going  to  Singapore  at  this  time  was  to  prepare  an  open 
door,  through  which  he  could  negotiate  with  the  Spaniards.  With 
Aguinaldo  was  at  this  key  to  the  situation,  the  proceedings  at  Singa- 
Prfpar"foran”in-  pore  prove  that  the  mission  of  Aguinaldo  was  to 
*"^iard8Tn*Ma^*ifa  pHy  fast  and  loose  between  the  Spaniards  and  Amer- 
icans for  his  personal  profit.  It  was  this  Singapore  intrigue  that 
ripened  during  the  siege  of  Manila,  in  the  joint  arrangement  he 
made  with  the  Captain  General  in  that  city  to  divide  the  money 
gained  by  permitting  the  passage  of  cattle  through  the  Spanish  lines, 
that  the  beleagured  Spaniards  might  have  fresh  meat.  The  x\meri- 
can  consul  at  Singapore  was  not  entrusted  with  the  secret,  but  sup- 
posed himself  to  be  doing  everything,  and  e.specially  cabled  Admiral 
Dewey  as  to  the  enormous  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a close 
association  between  himself  and  the  Tagal  General.  The  consul 
was  so  earnest  that  Dewey  telegraphed  him  to  send  Aguinaldo 
“soon  as  possible.” 

This  dispatch  has  appeared  in  some  thousands  of  Democratic 
speeches.  The  meaning  of  it  is,  Dewey  was  about  to  sail  on  his 
The  “At  Once-  Manila  expedition,  and  if  he  saw  Aguinaldo  at  all — 
Dispatch  From  and  he  naturally  thought  there  might  be  informa- 

tion  in  the  young  man — he  must  see  him  at  once. 
Aguinaldo  was  too  late  to  see  Dewey.  He  was  823  miles  away, 
and  managed  to  arrive  at  Hong  Kong  the  day  after  the  battle  at 
Manila,  and  was  two  weeks  getting  permission  from  Dewey  to  go  to 
Cavite,  anxiously  promising  the  American  consul  that  he  would 
put  himself  under  orders  of  the  American  Admiral,  and  professing 
all  the  time  to  be  an  enthusiast  for  America.  When  he  arrived  at 

Cavite  he  was  accompanied  by  his  Government  and  all  his  “people,” 
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with  the  exception  of  Agoncillo.  He  had  a staff  of  seventeen  men, 
all  deported  for  cash  by  the  Spaniards,  and  that  was  the  whole 
army,  and  the  whole  Government,  with  the  exception  of  the  supreme 
treaty-maker,  Agoncillo. 

Aguinaldo's  reception  at  Cavite  was  discouraging.  The  Fili- 
pinos knew  very  little  about  him.  He  was  a case  of  insignificance, 
'^freL'tnei’s'*  ^ Streak  of  good  fortune  at  once.  It  was 

'^“^ati'on’with*’*^*’  ^ great  thing  for  him  to  get  there  under  the  Amer- 

Americans  ican  flag,  to  be  received  in  a friendly  way  by  the 
American  Admiral.  He  was  born  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
was  known  to  some  of  the  people,  and  the  Spaniards  of  the  several 
garrisons  that  had  been  cut  off  by  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
fleet  from  Manila,  as  well  as  from  Madrid,  sought  him  and  sur- 
rendered to  him,  and  Dewey  let  him  h'ave  some  old  guns  that  were 
in  the  Spanish  arsenal.  Among  the  Spanish  soldiers  who  sur- 
rendered were  many  Filipinos,  and  they  became  the  best  troops  of 
How  the  Beggar  Aguinaldo’s  command.  During  the  eight  months 
Hor^  aL**  PrX'ed  the  Tagal  General  had  been  absent,  the  Tagals 

a Traitor  had  been  besieging  Manila  as  usual,  notwithstand- 
ing Aguinaldo’s  defection,  but  he  had  by  association  the  prestige  of 
the  victorious  Americans.  It  was  this  that  gave  him  his  start  as 
a military  man.  The  Spanish  surrenders  had  been  represented  by 
himself  and  his  great  staff  as  brilliant  victories  that  he  had  won. 
He  never  won  a victory  in  his  life,  or  was  in  a battle,  save  in  running 
away  and  winning  some  foot  races  by  keeping  ahead  of  the  United 
States  troops  who  got  after  him.  He  assumed  the  airs  of  grandeur 
at  once.  His  proclamations  were  filled  with  the  vanity  of  Asiatic 
despots.  He  professed  sacredness  of  person,  and  the  natives  about 
were  taught  to  believe  that  neither  bullets  could  penetrate  nor 

The  Imposter  poison  destroy  him.  This  imposture  was  intended 
started  a Super-  to  propagate  a supcrstition  about  him.  A few 

stition  weeks  before  he  had  been  downcast  at  Cavite,  and 

ordered  out  of  the  public  buildings  by  Admiral  Dewey,  was  com- 
pelled to  reside  in  a private  house,  which  offended  his  supernatural 
dignity.  Still  he  vehemently  protested  friendship  for  Americans, 
and  fawned  upon  Admiral  Dewey  until  the  Admiral  refused  to  go 
into  partnership  with  him,  and  take  Manila  for  him,  that  the  city 
might  be  given  up  to  plunder  by  the  alleged  Filipino  army,  who 
were  promised  that  reward  by  him.  The  position  that  Dewey  took 
then  is  substantially  the  one  that  he  has  held  ever  since — that  the 
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American  fleet  might  command  the  sea  in  his  behalf,  but  that  he 
was  royal  master  of  the  thousand  islands,  and  that  the  American 
rights  everywhere  stopped  at  the  shores  of  his  sacred  soil!  He  be- 
came malignantly  disposed  at  once  toward  all  Americans,  and  was 
thrown  into  a desperate  state  of  mind  when  he  heard  American 
troops  were  on  their  way  crossing  the  Pacific.  He  had  headquar- 
ters at  Cavite,  with  a display  of  sentinels,  and  his  greeting  to  the 
first  American  troops  who  landed  was  to  arrest  two  of  the  staff 
Imposter  Became  officers  of  General  Anderson  for  crossing  his  lines. 

a Flagrant  Enemy  , 

When  He  Knew  He  was  allowed  to  get  off  for  this  insolence  with  a 

American  Troops  . i , i i rv  i 

Were  Coming  reprimand  and  a threat  to  the  effect  that  nothing 
of  the  kind  must  ever  occur  again.  But  the  swollen  imposter  claimed 
the  right  to  demand  of  General  Anderson  to  give  an  account  of 
himself,  and  state  his  object  in  landing,  and  from  that  time  he  em- 
barrassed American  action  as  much  as  was  possible.  The  story  that 
he  assisted  in  the  siege  of  Manila  in  a serious  military  sense  is  pure 
fiction.  Still  he  promised  his  troops  that  they  should  have  the 
privilege  of  plundering  the  city,  and  he  demanded  at  last  joint 
occupation,  but  the  faith  and  honor  of  the  American  army  had  been 
pledged  to  defend  the  civilization  of  Manila.  The  evidence  is 
decisive  that  Aguinaldo  had  the  idea  of  uniting  with  the  Captain 
General  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  Spanish  prisoners  to  master  the 

PiottoAssassinate  American  army,  and  to  burn  the  city  as  a part  of  the 
the  American  ccremoiiy.  One  of  Aguinaldo’s  points  was  in  at- 

tempting  to  prevent  the  American  soldiers  from 
getting  wholesome  water  supply;  he  held  the  water-works,  and 
prevented  the  Americans  getting  the  water  until  he  was  ordered 
out  by  General  Merritt,  and  then  declared  that  he  had  been  very 
kind  to  let  them  have  water.  He  quarreled  and  vapored  continually 
as  a hostile  to  Americans,  and  exerted  his  utmost  influence,  which 
by  that  time  had  become  considerable,  to  poison  the  minds  of  the 

Filipinos  against  their  liberators,  and  presently  he 
"t^y^eVicans**  believe  in  his  ability  to  drive 

the  American  forces  into  the  sea.  And  his  insolence 
had  bloodv  'results  in  the  murder  of  two  American  soldiers  in  an 
affair  of  picTcets.  He  apologized  for  that,  but  the  American  military 
authorities  were  by  no  means  satisfied  by  his  explanation.  This 
was  the  beginning  of  his  policy  of  antagonizing  the  men  who  had 
broken  the  Spanish  yoke  and  liberated  the  people  of  all  the  islands 
and  races  and  conditions,  so  far  as  was  possible.  The  Tagal  General 

was  plaving  himself  for  a tycoon,  but  was  actually  the  tool  of  a 
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clique  of  sharp  rascals,  who  were  skilled  in  treachery,  and  eloquent 
in  proclamations;  and  he  proceeded  deliberately  in  a course  of 
aggressions  against  the  Americans,  who  were  under  the  strictest 
orders  from  the  President  not  to  permit  any  provocation  to  lead 
them  to  take  the  initiative  in  fighting,  but  hold  themselves  ready 
to  crush  assailants;  and  the  endurance  of  insolence  by  the  American 
troops  under  these  circumstances  was  something  unparalleled. 
Still  it  is  an  article  of  faith  of  the  Democratic  party  that  it  was  Mc- 
Kinley’s Imperialism  that  caused  the  Filipino  war,  and  that  it  is  a 
manifestation  of  Militarism;  and  this  hideous  slander  is  a part  of  the 
platform  upon  which  Mr.  Bryan  is  running  for  the  Presidency;  and 
the  Democratic-Pop  candidate  has  conceived  and  delivered  a his- 
toiy'  that  is  a vicious  and  detestable  tissue  of  blundering,  rank  with 
venom,  and  is  “aid  and  comfort”  to  the  armed  enemies  of  the  United 
States.  The  great  point  that  the  Democracy  seem  disposed  to  make 
in  exploiting  their  idea  of  the  Militarism  of  William  McKinley  s 
administration,  is  that  when  Admiral  Dewey  had  executed  his  orders 
Should  Dewey  destroy  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Manila,  he  should 

Have  Fled  After  have  turned  tail  and  run  away,  and  sought  an 

His  Battle?  American  port,  the  nearest  available  being  San 

Francisco,  and  there  have  sheltered  himself  until  we  could  have 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  Filipino  people  to  govern  them.  It  is 
true  the  Spanish  ships  of  war  were  destroyed  and  some  of  their 
gunboats,  but  there  were  fourteen  gunboats  carrying  three-inch 
rifles  and  machine  guns,  not  in  the  Bay  of  Manila,  and  if  Dewey  had 
pursued  the  Democratic  policy,  these  fourteen  Spanish  gunboats 
would  have  destroyed  the  Asiatic  commerce  of  our  country,  and 
Dewey’s  flight  across  the  Pacific  would  have  been  taken  as  an  exhi- 
The  Infinite  Dis-  bition  of  helplessiiess,  and  converted  a glorious  vic- 
*^'^Rtip*ino*ifun”"  tory  into  an  unparalleled  disgrace.  No  American  at 

that  time  dreamed  of  such  a thing,  and  the  fact  that 
there  is  a creepy  notion  that  the  duty  of  the  Admiral  was  to  flee 
from  the  scene  of  his  victory,  and  the  cities  that  were  under  his 
guns,  from  the  harbor  that  he  commanded,  and  the  arsenal  in  his 
hands,  is  a sort  of  abomination  that  accompanies  the ‘dismal  farce 
which  is  being  played,  that  it  is  time  the  American  people  should 
Bryan  Must  Op-  terrifv  themselves  about  Imperialism.  Why,  even 
evM*1f  Ag^*nit^iiis  William  J.  Bryan,  if  Dewey  and  McKinley  had 
ci^m"ol?PresideW  adopted  the  policy  of  flight  from  gain  and  glory,  in 
Manila  Bay,  would  have  gone  on  forever,  that  is  almost  forever, 
to  the  effect  that  such  conduct  was  a blasphemous  outrage  upon 
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the  honor  and  glory  of  the  United  States.  Such  a performance  would 
have  been  in  accordance  with  the  Kansas  City  platform,  but  it 
couldn’t  possibly  have  taken  place  under  the  American  colors. 

We  destroyed  the  Spanish  combination  in  the  East  Indies,  the 
Filipino  Aguinaldo  Government  was  a positive  fraud,  and  if  we  had 
abandoned  the  country  to  that  fraud  it  w’ould  have  been  to  imme- 
diate civil  war  and  European  intervention.  It  should  not  be  for- 
gotten that  no  one  ever  yet  voted  for  Aguinaldo  for  anything, 
unless  in  some  way  identified  with  him  in  the  Spanish  bribery. 
His  flowery  proclamations  are  the  productions  of  several  persons, 
abler  and  better  educated  than  himself.  He  is  as  incapable  of 

writing  such  papers  as  of  going  into  battle.  The 

Aguinaldo  war  in  the  Philippines  would  ha^e  lasted  but  a few 
w’eeks  if  it  had  not  been  insidiously  instigated,  and 
openly  at  last  promoted  by  the  cranky  and  fanatical  opposition  in 
the  United  States  to  the  McKinley  Administration.  There  would 
not  be  another  skirmish  in  the  islands  if  it  were  not  that  the  Agui- 

Degen!^rStes™an  dupes  and  desperadoes  believe  that  all  Amer- 

Promoting  the  ican  soldiers  assassinated  are  to  be  counted  as  aiding- 
American  Soldiers  by  their  fall  the  rise  of  the  cause  of  Bryan,  who,  as 
they  understand  it,  has  already  been  elected  President,  and  is  fight- 
ing for  his  seat.  The  deepest  and  darkest-disgrace  that  ever  befell 
any  political  organization  in  this  country  is  that  of  the  Bryan  de- 
generates, who  have  shouldered  this  bloody  burden.  They  go  so 
far  as  their  imbecility  of  animosity,  the  sweltered  venom  of  years, 
crowded  with  the  story  of  their  discomfitures,  as  to  make  a malicious 
outcry  to  the  effect  that  the  grandeur  of  the  American  Nation  is 

The  Paramount  amassed  for  military  and  monarchial  movements. 
Issue  at  Kansas  and  they  have  the  audacity  to  declare  in  their  plat- 
City  is  a Phantom  PARAMOUNT  ISSUE  of  the  cam- 

paign is  their  morbid  phantom  of  Imperialism. 

They  are  fanatically  frantic  concerning  Militarism,  and  have 
worked  themselves  into  a frothing  excitement  about  our  regular 
Our  standing  army,  claiming  that  we  are  going  the  way  of  the 
Army  and  the  armed  iiations  of  Europe — getting  up  standing 

School  Houses  armed  forces  to  trample  out  the  rights  of  people, 

and  subordinate  labor.  One  must  wonder  at  such  folly  until  it  is 
seen  to  be  an  effusion  of  madness.  We  have  not  discovered  if  there 
is  any  remedy  for  this  outburst  of  lunacy,  excejit  to  run  awav  from 
the  Philippines  now.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  be  serious  about  the 
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scare  that  Mr.  Bryan  is  working  up  as  a beneficiary  to  the  effect 
that  there  is  a danger  of  jMilitary  domination  in  our  country.  So 
long  as  the  flag  flies  on  the  school  houses,  and  the  children  are 
taught  Americanism  in  the  schools,  the  standing  army  is  not  going 
to  be  a great  factor  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
to  be  noted  that  the  statue  of  the  first  President,  erected  by  the 

The  statue  of  schools  in  front  of  Independence  Hall,  Philadelphia, 

Washington  Be.  holding  the  Constitution  in  his  hand,  wears  a sword, 

fore  Independence  i i i i ^ 

Hall  and  it  is  worth  while  to  remember  that  the  last  letter 

George  Washington  wrote  was  one  to  Alexander  Plamilton  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  at  the  National  expense  of  a Military  Academy. 

' If  our  Democratic  friends  are  really  frightened  about  Militarism, 
Imperialism  and  that  sort  of  thing,  it  might  occur  to  some  of  them 
to  advocate  a law  of  the  Nation,  perhaps  to  amend  the  Constitution, 
to  the  effect  that  not  more  than  one  man  in  every  thousand  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  should  be  enlisted  in  the  regular  army. 
For  purposes  of  additional  safety  we  might  exclude  the  territories 
from  the  enumeration.  What  would  be  the  limit?  At  the  present 
figures  of  the  population,  the  army  could  not  exceed  75,000  men, 
one  soldier  to  each  1,000  citizens;  there  is  the  simple  arithmetic  of 
Imperialistic  dangers.  It  is  the  peril  that  one  soldier  would  put 
his'hands  and  feet  upon,'  and  put  upon  and  trample  over  999  of  his 
fellow  citizens.  It  is  thought  by  some  persons  now  that  we  need 
an  army  of  75,000  men,  and  it  is  well  to  cipher  out  the  full  propor- 
tion of  the  terrors  that  is  expected  to  come  forth 
Terrorson  to  999  f^^ms  and  sliops  and  intimidate 

all  our  firesides,  when  we  remember  that  the  ad- 
ministration policy  seems  to  be  to  dispatch  nine-tenths  of  the  avail- 
able regulars  to  the  other  side  of  the  world.  That  is  just  where  the 
awfulncss  of  the  Militarism  threatens  us,  strikes  in,  and  sounds  the 
wild  alarm— that  one  soldier,  counting  those  who  are  far  away, 
threatens  to  wrest  with  his  armed  hands,  tho  he  is  beyond  seas,  the 
inheritance  of  liberty  from  999  civilians,  about  200  of  them  capable 
of  bearing  arms. 
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